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in Rome than in Germany: when money was offered they
naturally took it. But the Holy Father must not be blamed
for that. He wished to stop the extortions of his officials.
He Himself received nothing but His due. Every one thinks
it a grievance to part with money, and will think so always.
Bohemia made the same complaint against Germany as
Germany made against Rome, that money was drained
from the land: yet Germany, owing to her connection with
the papacy, steadily had grown in wealth and importance,
and was richer now than at any previous time, despite of
her complaints. To descend to personal matters, the Cardi-
nal of Siena thought it very hard that Chancellor Mayr
should object to the provisions which had been made in his
favour. As poet-laureate of the Empire and orator of
Caesar he had lived and laboured in Germany so long, that
he now found it hard to be classed as a stranger. In con-
clusion, he thanked the Chancellor for his personal offer of
help to realise the said provisions; and would be glad to
know of any eligible benefices which should fall vacant.
The sting was in the tail of this letter. It is evident that,
while Martin Mayr was writing for publication his precious
list of grievances, he also was sending to the cardinal in
private a second letter offering his own services as rent-
collector. In theory, he pretended to treat his connection
with the Lord Enea Silvio as having no existence. In prac-
tice, he was very anxious to be employed as agent on com-
mission. To such a venal Janus only one reply was possible;
and the Cardinal of Siena exposed the worthless insincerity
of Germany's spokesman by answering his private and his
public letters together on the same sheet.
This device, as was intended, provoked a proposition
from Chancellor Mayr's superior, the Prince Archbishop of
Mainz; who sent his secretary to Rome on the tenth of
September, 1456, with plenary powers to negotiate with the
Cardinal of Siena towards an alliance with the Pope against
the Electors. This renegade prelate's terms were, that he